
City of Independence 
Heritage Commission Meeting Minutes 

 
Meeting Date:  September 4, 2014 
 
Location:  Council Chambers, City Hall 
 
Commissioners Present: Mike Calvert, Audrey Elder, Cody Fann, Amy Hart, Diane Reuter, 

Sam Rushay, Duane Stephens, and Larry Villalva  
 
Commissioners Absent:  None 
 
Staff:   Wendy Shay, Historic Preservation Manager  
 
I.   AGENDA   
 

Chair Calvert stated that there was one change to the agenda. The owners of 10736 East 
Truman Road requested a continuance of the consideration for demolition.  
 
After making this change, it was moved by Mr. Fann, seconded by Ms. Reuter and approved 
8-0 to accept the agenda as amended.  
 

II. MINUTES 
 

It was moved by Mr. Rushay, seconded by Ms. Reuter and approved 8-0 to accept the 
meeting minutes of August 5, 2014. 
 

III. CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS 

A. HC#006-14-145 E. Kansas Avenue 

The Chair read the “Introduction Statement” into record at this time.  

Ms. Shay gave an overview of the request. Staff recommended denial of the demolition 
of the single family home, but approval of the request for economic hardship. The home 
succumbed to a fire.  
 
Tom Schroeder, on behalf of Tomco Transmission, was present to represent the request. 
 
Mr. Schroder made a brief statement to the Commission regarding the history of 
ownership, current status of the property, and the need for demolition.   
 
Ms. Reuter expressed her concern about the loss of the residential dwelling and the 
impact of a new commercial building in this location. 
 
Mr. Stephens concurred.  
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After some discussion, it was moved by Ms. Reuter, seconded by Mr. Stephens, and 
denied by a vote of 8-0 to demolish the single family home and associated structure 
located at 145 East Kansas Avenue. 
 
Ms. Reuter reiterated the importance of the house to the neighborhood and stressed that 
the dwelling could be rehabilitated with the insurance settlement provided after the fire.  
 
Ms. Shay was asked by Mr. Fann to summarize the associated costs required to return the 
house to a livable condition. She then did so.  
 
The Commission asked staff to clarify whether the house was in a current historic district.  
 
Ms. Shay stated that it was not designated.  
 
Mr. Schroeder then gave a brief summary regarding the status of the property and the 
required investment to make the house livable in order to help clarify questions by the 
Commission.  
 
Mr. Rushay asked for an overview of how the “dangerous building” process works with 
respect to this property.  
 
Ms. Shay provided that overview.  
 
After some discussion, it was moved by Ms. Hart and seconded by Mr. Stephens to 
approve the request for economic hardship to demolish the single family home and 
associated structure located at 145 East Kansas Avenue. The vote ended in a 4-4 impasse 
with Reuter, Fann, Elder, and Rushay dissenting.  
 
Ms. Elder inquired about whether conditions could be imposed on an approval for 
demolition.  
 
Ms. Shay stated that since the property is not designated, it is out of the purview of the 
Commission to impose conditions on the property pending or after demolition.  
 
It was then moved by Mr. Stephens and seconded by Ms. Hart to approve the request for 
economic hardship to demolish the single family home and associated structure located at 
145 East Kansas Avenue. This vote also ended in a 4-4 impasse with Reuter, Fann, Elder, 
and Rushay dissenting.  
 
Finally, after additional discussion, it was moved by Mr. Rushay and seconded by Ms. 
Hart to approve the request for economic hardship to demolish the single family home 
and associated structure located at 145 East Kansas Avenue. The motion was approved in 
a 5-3 vote with Reuter, Fann, and Elder dissenting.  
 
At this time, the Commission took a ten minute break.  
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B. HC#007-14-10736 E. Truman Road 
 
The applicant requested that this item be continued to the October 7, 2014 meeting. The 
agenda was amended to reflect this request.  

C. HC#008-14-904 S. Pearl Street 

Ms. Shay gave an overview of the request. Staff recommended approval of the 
demolition of the single family home and its three associated structures.   
 
No one was present to represent the request.  
 
After some discussion, it was moved by Mr. Stephens, seconded by Ms. Reuter, and 
approved 8-0 to demolish the single family home and three associated structures located 
at 904 South Pearl Street. 
 

IV. DISCUSSION & ACTION ITEMS 

A. Recommendation to the Board of Adjustment for a variance at 607 West Maple 
Avenue to reduce the side yard setback to accommodate a deck.  

 
Ms. Shay gave a brief summary of the request. The property is located in both the local 
and National Register districts.  
 
It was moved by Ms. Elder, seconded by Mr. Fann, and passed 8-0 to recommend 
approval of the variance for the reduction of the side yard setback at 607 West Maple 
Avenue to the Board of Adjustment. 

 
V. REPORTS & COMMENTS 

 
A.  Public Comment 

 
Brian and Sharon Snyder gave a brief overview of the status of current projects and 
introduced some projects they wish to pursue at 410 West Farmer, their residence.  
 

B.  Heritage Commission 
 

Due to varying opinions in their direction provided to staff, the Commission asked that 
the consideration of how to review Certificates of Appropriateness and Certificates of 
Appropriateness for Economic hardship be reviewed after the Commission is back up to 
its full nine members.  
 
Discussion of the process will therefore be added to the October agenda.  
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C.  Staff  
 

Ms. Shay asked the Commission to consider allowing the removal of mature trees from 
Commission approval to administrative approval pending a recommendation for removal 
by the City’s horticulturalist. The Commission agreed.  
 
Staff will therefore modify the COA Matrix to reflect this change.   
 
Ms. Shay then asked the Commission to consider a location for this year’s holiday 
gathering in December.  
 
Ms. Reuter volunteered her home as an option for consideration.  
 
Ms. Shay then asked each member of the Commissioners to participate in the smartphone 
app video project.  
 

VI. ADJOURN 
 

It was moved by Mr. Fann, seconded by Ms. Elder, and passed 8-0 to adjourn.  


